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City of Fountain Co-ed Softball Tournament Rules 

 

Regular season rules will be used except where highlighted.  Forfeited games will not 

be played; both teams will be asked to leave the field so the following games can begin.    

1. GENERAL  

A. Forfeit time has been established as game time. Rosters must be filled out on 

teamsideline.com/fountaincolorado prior to July 19th, 2019 teams that fail to do so will 

not be eligible to compete in the tournament.  Teams should report to the Head Official 

a minimum of 15 minutes before the scheduled starting time of the game to fill out the 

score sheet; and to conduct the coin toss. The score sheet must list first and last 

names. Please print the names legibly. If a team fails to appear at the appointed time, 

the Recreation staff will declare the contest a forfeit. The team captain for the team who 

is ready to play may choose to give the opponent ten (10) minutes to obtain the 

necessary number of players. If the team is not able to play at the end of ten (10) 

minutes a forfeit will be declared. If neither team appears at game time, a ten (10) 

minute grace period will automatically be given. The game time is reduced by whatever 

portion of the ten (10) minutes was used to avoid a forfeit. 

B. Recreation will furnish two umpires per game as available and a scorekeeper. 

He/she will call balls/strikes, safe/out, and arc/height of pitches. 

C. Each team is encouraged to furnish a team scorekeeper, this will be the only person 

allowed to challenge anything pertaining to the scorebook with the umpire/ Rec 

scorekeeper. Questions should be directed to the umpire(s) or Head Official on site. 

D. The fitness of the ground/ weather will be decided by the Recreation Department, 

and such decisions will be made at 5:30 p.m. on the day of the scheduled game (by 

12:30pm on Sundays). Check teamsideline.com/fountaincolorado for information 

regarding cancellations due to poor weather or playing field conditions. When games 

are canceled, please do not use the fields.  

 

2. PLAYERS AND SUBSTITUTES 

https://teamsideline.com/sites/fountaincolorado/home
https://teamsideline.com/sites/fountaincolorado/schedules
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A.  A team must have 7 players present to start the game(4:3 male to female ratio). 

Teams playing shorthanded will not be assessed outs for those spots in the batting 

order. Players arriving late may have their name added to the bottom of the order; but 

you may not add an Extra Hitter after the game has started. To bat an Extra Hitter (EH), 

a team must have 11 players present at the start of the game; and 5 of those hitters 

must be females.  All substitutes must report to the scorekeeper before starting play.  

Only 11 batters allowed in the lineup.   

 

3.  THE GAME 

A. The game will consist of 7 innings. In the event of lighting, rain or flooded fields, 5 

innings or 4 1/2 if the home team is ahead, will constitute a game. A 15-run rule will be 

in effect after 3 innings and a 10-run rule after 5 innings.  There will be a NO RUN LIMIT 

in the first 4 innings. 

B. No new inning may be started, unless the score is tied, after 1hour and 15 minutes 

has elapsed from when the game began. The umpire and/or scorekeeper will keep the 

official game time.  

C. The choice of first or last bat in the inning shall be decided by a coin toss (home/ 

visitors) prior to the game.  

D. The ball remains alive until the umpire declares time. Time will be called when the 

ball is held by a player on the infield area and, in the opinion of the umpire, all play has 

ceased. 

E. For plays between 3rd and home there is no contact allowed. When a runner passes 

the “commit line” (the halfway point between third and home which will be at the 

discretion of the ump), they can be called out at home if the defense gets the ball to 

home plate before the runner. If the runner retreats to 3rd base, and the defense gets 

the ball to 3rd base before the runner, the runner will be out. 

4.  PITCHING 

The pitch must have a minimum arc of 6 ft. from the ground. The maximum allowable 

arc is 12 ft. from the ground. If the pitch does not meet these requirements, an illegal 

pitch shall be called. The batter has the option of taking the pitch for an automatic ball or 

swinging at the pitch. If the pitch is swung at, the illegal pitch is ignored. 
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5.  BATTING 

The batter is out when: 

A. A batter appears in the batter's box with, or is discovered using an altered or illegal 

bat. Baseball and fungo bats are illegal. 

B. A batter receives his/her third strike. This can be a called strike or from a swing. A 

foul ball, whether caught or dropped on strike three is also an out. 

C. The batter bunts or chops the ball downward. The ball is dead and all runners return 

to the base they occupied when the ball was pitched. 

D. When any foot touches the ground completely outside the batter's box or if any part 

of the foot touches the plate and the ball is hit fair or foul. 

REC SLOW PITCH SOFTBALL MODIFICATIONS 

1. Ten (10) players (at least 4 women) in the field at all time. (For a 10 player lineup) No 

position requirements of any players. i.e. there need not be 2 females in outfield and 2 

in the infield) FRD rules will allow a team to play with a minimum of seven (7) players (at 

least 3 females).  At no time can males outnumber the females on the field by more 

than 2 (tournament only) 

2. Batting order ratio MUST always be followed no matter how many males/ females are 

playing (2:1).  Each team will be allowed to have twelve batters (11) provide all eleven 

batters are present at the start of the game; and 5 of the batters must be women.  

Players arriving late can be added to the rosters up to the end of the 3RD inning.   

3. A “strike mat” will be used to determine strikes and balls, if the softball touches any 

part of the mat OR home plate on a legal pitch (underhand with a 6-12ft arc), it will be 

considered a strike. 

4. On a walk to a male batter intentionally (no strikes thrown or foul balls hit), the male 

batter will advance to second base and the following female will bat for herself. All base 

runners will advance to the next base forced to, on a walk to a male batter. If a male 

batter is walked and there are two outs, the female may be given the option of hitting or 

receiving an automatic walk.  Umpire must be made aware of this before the second 

pitch is thrown.   

5.  Outfielders must play in the outfield.  Outfielders caught playing within 20ft of the 

infield dirt will be removed from the game, an outfielder position will be lost for the 

remainder of the game, and one batting position.   


